Spring forward your clocks and don’t forget to replace batteries in your smoke alarms at the same time!
On Sunday, March 13th, 2011 at 2 a.m., time is advanced one hour to start daylight savings time from standard time. 
Fire services all over N. America want the public to use this occasion to remember to change their smoke alarm batteries. The average life span of a smoke alarm battery is one year.
“Replacing smoke alarm batteries annually is a simple activity that can save your life and the lives of your loved ones,” said Hector Goudreau, Minister of Municipal Affairs. “All too often we hear about deaths caused by smoke inhalation that could have been prevented if people were alerted sooner by a working smoke alarm. These are needless deaths that can be prevented by making a fire safe habit.”
About 48 per cent of homes in Alberta that experienced fires in the past couple of years did not have a smoke alarm installed. In homes where they were installed, only 33 per cent are believed to have activated during a fire. Alberta’s Fire Commissioner, Trent West, says the main reason for failed smoke alarms is because the battery is not working or the electrical supply is disconnected. 

“Having a working smoke alarm can give you the time you need to make it out alive,” he said. The key to surviving a residential fire is ensuring you have a working smoke alarm along with a well-practiced escape plan.”

Smoke alarms that are more than 10 years old should also be replaced as they may not operate properly, despite having a new battery or working electrical connection.

For more information on smoke alarms, please visit the “Public Education & Awareness” section of the Alberta Emergency Management Agency website at: www.aema.alberta.ca and select the “Fire Safety & Emergency Preparedness Information” link to access the document titled, “Smoke Alarms.” To learn fire safety visit www.3minutedrill.alberta.ca , an interactive website and a one-stop source for a wide variety of information about fire safety.

Source: Alberta Emergency Management Agency. Email: aema@gov.ab.ca or phone: 780-422-9000 (toll free by dialing: 310-0000).



