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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Home fire safety not on Canadians’ priority list 

this summer according to national study 

Mississauga, ON – May 10, 2006 – With the upcoming Victoria Day weekend signaling the start of summer, many Canadians have already started to make their camping, vacation, gardening and renovations plans, but the majority are not taking the necessary precautions for fire safety, according to a new study examining fire safety preparedness. 

Fewer than one in five Canadians surveyed have given thought to preparing their home fire escape plan or a home fire drill, even though the summer season sparks a high risk of home fires as families spend more time at home or the cottage, and barbecue season gets underway.

In its fifth year, the annual Duracell Fire Safety Drive kicks off this year’s campaign with the Canada Safety Council, Canada’s voice and resource for safety. According to the cross-Canada study commissioned by the two organizations and conducted this spring, more than a third of Canadians say they have already begun planning their summer vacations (36%), as well as home projects that include gardening and landscaping (37%). About one in four Canadians (24%) also said that home renovations are high on their to-do list for this summer. 

But when it comes to fire safety planning inside the home, only 12% of respondents said their summer plans include a home fire drill and 17% had a home fire escape plan in place. One in five Canadians plan for safety when barbecuing, more than any other summer activity, but this is still dangerously low. Fireworks also pose fire risks, but only 3% say they plan for these potential fire hazards.
“Summer is, for many of us, the best time of year and we certainly encourage the activities that Canadians are excited about this season but the fact is that attention to fire safety should also be a factor in welcoming summer both at home and at the cottage,” says Emile Therien, president, Canada Safety Council. “Our message to everyone is to enjoy summer, but also to minimize the risk of fire by being prepared for any fire dangers at this time of year.”

According to Therien, most fatal home fires start at night and smoke alone won't always wake you up and in fact, the fumes could put you into an even deeper sleep.  Having properly working smoke alarms in the home is critical, because a dead unit is worse than none at all – it can give a false sense of security.  Aside from a working smoke alarm, proper preparation for summer fire safety includes having a fire escape plan in place for the home, and cottage, and to ensure that everyone in the household has practiced it.

A quarter of those surveyed said they developed a fire escape plan in the past year and 12% practiced a home fire drill once last year.  In addition, only one in four Canadians changed the batteries in their smoke alarm every six months, with one-third having changed the batteries once.  And, in fact, one in four admitted to having removed the batteries from their smoke alarms to silence the alarm or to use in other devices, such as a TV remote control or toys.
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“Knowing ahead of time what to do in case of a fire emergency can save precious seconds that ultimately can play a role in saving lives,” said Deanne MacDonald, marketing manager for Duracell.  “Having a solid fire escape plan and properly working and tested smoke alarms can spell the difference between success and failure when an emergency unfolds. It takes very little time to make a huge difference in preparedness.”

As part of the annual summer-long fire safety drive, Duracell, the Canada Safety Council and local fire fighters are holding interactive fire safety educational events in communities across the country for Canadians to improve their fire safety know-how and better plan their home fire escapes. Beginning May 13, more than 100 events will be held at participating retailers where families can meet local firefighters, tour a fire truck and pick up a complimentary fire safety guide. Families can locate an event in their community by visiting www.duracellfiresafety.com, and while online can participate in numerous fun and educational activities for the whole family. 

The survey, commissioned by Duracell and the Canada Safety Council, was conducted by Maritz Research, an independent, non-partisan survey research firm. The survey was conducted on April 13 to 22, 2006 across Canada by telephone among a representative sample of 1,000 Canadians, eighteen years of age and older. The results are accurate to within +/- 3.10 % 19 times out of 20.
About Duracell:

Three billion times a day, P&G brands touch the lives of people around the world.  The company has one of the strongest portfolios of trusted, quality, leadership brands, including Pampers®, Tide®, Ariel®, Always®, Whisper®,Pantene® , Mach3®, Bounty®, Dawn®, Pringles®, Folgers®, Charmin®, Downy®, Lenor®, Iams®, Crest®, Oral-B®, Actonel®, Duracell®, Olay®, Head & Shoulders®, Wella, Gillette®, and Braun. The P&G community consists of almost 140,000 employees working in over 80 countries worldwide.  Please visit http://www.pg.com for the latest news and in-depth information about P&G and its brands.

About Canada Safety Council:

The Canada Safety Council is a non-government, charitable organization dedicated to safety. Its mission is to lead in the national effort to reduce preventable deaths, injuries and economic loss in traffic, at home, at work and at leisure. 
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For additional information or to book an interview with a spokesperson, please contact:

Alisa Cooper

Porter Novelli Canada

604-602-6405

alisa.cooper@poternovelli.com


FACT SHEET

2006 DURACELL FIRE SAFETY STUDY

–Summary of Results–

Summer fun before safety

· One in five Canadians say gardening and landscaping is the first summer activity they plan for as the warm weather approaches. Those in Manitoba and Saskatchewan are the most likely to focus on this.

· One in 10 people said that when it comes to summer activities, vacation planning is the first item they check off their lists. Residents of B.C. are more likely than any other region to say this.

· More than one third of Canadians have started planning their gardening or summer vacations, and one quarter are planning home renovations or cleaning out the garage. 

· Unfortunately, only 17% have planned a home fire escape route and only 12% have made plans to hold a fire drill with their families.

· Gardening is twice as popular as devising a home fire escape plan this summer, and it’s three times more popular than planning a home fire drill.

· Those in Atlantic Canada and Quebec are more likely than any other region to have started planning their home fire escape routes or home fire drills.

· Fire safety planning was more common among men than women (31% vs. 28%).

Thinking about summer safety

· One in five Canadians plan for safety when it comes to barbecuing, more than any other summer activity. This is still dangerously low.

· Only three percent said they safely prepare for using fireworks.

· Camping, biking and swimming all tied for the second most common activity that prompts Canadians to think safety first!

Fire escape emergency planning

· 70% of Canadians have never practiced a fire drill over the past year; an improvement over 2005 (was 78%).

· B.C. residents are more likely than any other region to have never practiced a drill, as are younger Canadians (ages 18-29).

· Only one in 10 people have practiced a drill at least once in the past year.

· Ontarians practiced drills the most – 21% have practiced a drill more than twice in the past year (vs. 16% national average).

· A whopping 69% of Canadians admitted that they haven’t developed a home fire escape plan. This is significantly higher than last year (was 41%).

· Those in Atlantic Canada are more likely than any other region to have developed a plan (36% vs. national average 30%). Quebecers were the least likely; 74% do not have an escape plan.

-more-

Properly protected

· The majority of Canadians (86%) have fire alarms installed in the correct areas of their homes, outside the bedrooms.

· The majority of Ontarians are compliant with the new fire legislation effective March 1, 2006 – 91% have fire alarms installed outside bedrooms. 

· But, 1 in 10 Ontarians don’t have smoke alarms installed on each level of the house, also required by the new fire code.

· Surprisingly, 6% of Alberta residents and 5% of B.C. residents don’t have fire alarms!

Smoking out “smoke detector” use

· Two-thirds of respondents have replaced their fire alarms, an improvement over last year (was 56%).

· One-third has not replaced their fire alarms in the past 10 years, a 14% improvement since last year.

· Ontario residents are the most likely to have newer fire alarms and those in Alberta have the oldest. 

· Canadians 50 years old and over are the most likely to have newer alarms.

· 27% of Canadians tested their fire alarms once in the past year. Residents in Atlantic Canada have the highest testing incidence (41%).

· 8% have never tested their fire alarms; Manitoba/Saskatchewan (10%) and Alberta (13%) residents are the most guilty of this.

Battery-powered

· Only 25% of Canadians have changed the batteries in their fire alarms every six months as recommended by the Canada Safety Council, down from 29% last year.

· Atlantic Canada residents were the most likely to remember to change their batteries (32%), with Ontario following in a close second (31%).

· One-third of respondents have changed the batteries once in the past year.

· 19% have never changed the batteries in their alarms in the past year.

· One in four Canadians have removed the batteries from their alarms for a reason other than to replace old batteries. Albertans are the most guilty of this (31%).

· Slightly more women than men have removed the batteries to silence the alarm (26% vs. 23%).

· Younger Canadians are more likely than those 30+ to have removed batteries to silence the alarm or to use them in other electronic devices.

The survey, commissioned by Duracell and the Canada Safety Council, was conducted by Maritz Research, an independent, non-partisan survey research firm. The survey was conducted on April 13 to 22, 2006 across Canada by telephone among a representative sample of 1,000 Canadians, eighteen years of age and older. The results are accurate to within +/- 3.10 % 19 times out of 20.
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For additional information, please contact:

Alisa Cooper

Porter Novelli Canada

604-602-6405

alisa.cooper@porternovelli.com
