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	INFORMATION
To Obtain a Warrant to Enter a Private Dwelling
Place to Conduct a Fire Investigation
Sections 34(2)(b) and 48(2)(a) Safety Codes Act



	Canada
Province of Alberta,
[bookmark: district1]Judicial District of 
	[image: Bracket- Legal]



[bookmark: sco1][bookmark: city1]This is the information of , of , Alberta, hereinafter called the informant.

THE INFORMANT SAYS THAT:

1. [bookmark: city2][bookmark: city8][bookmark: city5]The  of  is an accredited  pursuant to the provisions of the Safety Codes Act and is thereby authorized to enforce and administer the Safety Codes Act and all regulations and codes in force thereunder, including the Alberta Fire Code (2006).

2. [bookmark: years]I am a Safety Codes Officer employed by the Municipality as a Fire Investigator and have been so employed for  years.  My duties as a Fire Investigator require me to investigate fires to determine the cause, origin and circumstances and to make recommendations as to safety.

3. [bookmark: day][bookmark: month][bookmark: year][bookmark: addr][bookmark: city6]On the  day of , , there was a fire on the property located at , , Alberta on which there is a private dwelling place apparently in use as a dwelling (the dwelling).

4. The fire resulted in damage to the property.

[bookmark: no5a][bookmark: day1][bookmark: month1][bookmark: year1][bookmark: name2][bookmark: name1]5.	On the  day of , , consent to enter the dwelling, to investigate the fire to determine the cause and circumstances, was refused by the occupant of the property whose name is .

[bookmark: no5b]OR

[bookmark: no5c]5.	There is currently no one present at the property to provide consent to enter the dwelling to investigate the fire to determine the cause and circumstances.  Efforts to contact the owner of the property as listed in the records of the Municipality in person or by telephone have been unsuccessful.

[bookmark: no5d]6.	I believe it is necessary to enter the dwelling in order to carry out an investigation of the fire to determine the cause and circumstances and to make recommendations as to safety.

7.	It is critical to obtain entry to a dwelling as soon as possible after a fire to determine the cause and circumstances as evidence relevant to that determination may disappear or be lost.

[bookmark: hours]8.	I believe it will take up to  hours to complete the investigation of the fire.

9.	I believe it would be of assistance to the investigation to be accompanied by the following persons:
(a) a locksmith to obtain entry to the dwelling, if required;
(b) a police officer to obtain entry to the dwelling, if required;
(c) [bookmark: number]up to  Safety Codes Officer(s) employed by the Municipality as Fire Investigators, if required; and
(d) [bookmark: number1]up to  other individual(s) with expertise in electrical, plumbing, gas, structural or other related issues, if required.

10.	Section 34 of the Safety Codes Act reads, in part, as follows: 
34(2) For the purpose of ensuring that this Act and any thing issued under this Act are complied with, a safety codes officer may, at any reasonable time and on reasonable notice, enter a private dwelling-place that is in use as a dwelling in which the officer has reason to believe there is something to which this Act applies and, using reasonable care, may carry out an inspection . . .
(a)	with the consent of the owner or occupant, or
(b)	with a warrant from a justice.
34(4)	In carrying out an inspection, review, examination or evaluation under this Act, a safety codes officer may:
(a)	be accompanied by any person or thing that the safety codes officer considers would be of assistance.
11.	Pursuant to s. 34(8) of the Safety Codes Act, I may be required to remove from the premises any item or physical substance for any purpose related to the safety and protection of persons or property or in determining the cause and origin of this fire.
12.	Section 48(1) of the Safety Codes Act provides as follows:
48(1)	A safety codes officer may investigate an unsafe condition, accident or fire to determine its cause and circumstances and make recommendations related to safety.
13.	Section 48(2) of the Safety Codes Act extends the provisions of section 34 to fire investigations under section 48(1).
Wherefore the Informant prays that a warrant to enter the dwelling pursuant to section 34 of the Safety Codes Act may be granted in order to carry out an investigation of the fire pursuant to section 48 of the Safety Codes Act to determine the cause and circumstances and to make recommendations as to safety.
	[bookmark: day2][bookmark: month2][bookmark: year2]Sworn before me this  day of , ,
[bookmark: city9][bookmark: city3]at the  of  in the Province of Alberta.
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	Signature of Informant

	
	
	Name of Informant (PRINT)

	Signature of a Justice of the Peace 
in and for the Province of Alberta
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WARRANT
To Enter a Private Dwelling Place
to Conduct a Fire Investigation
Sections 34(2)(b) and 48(2)(a) Safety Codes Act




	Canada
Province of Alberta,
[bookmark: district2]Judicial District of 
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[bookmark: name3]To the Safety Codes Officer employed by the  in the Province of Alberta.

[bookmark: addr1][bookmark: city7]This warrant is issued in respect of a private dwelling place located at , , Alberta (“the dwelling”).

[bookmark: name4]Whereas it appears on the oath of  there are reasonable grounds to believe:

(a) it is necessary to enter the dwelling to investigate a fire to determine the cause and circumstances and to make recommendations as to safety; and
(b) it is not possible to locate the owner or occupant of the dwelling to seek consent, or the occupant of the dwelling will not consent to the investigation.

This warrant is issued to authorize you:

1. [bookmark: hour1][bookmark: day3][bookmark: month3][bookmark: year3][bookmark: hour2][bookmark: day4][bookmark: month4][bookmark: year4]To enter the dwelling between the hours of  on the  day of ,  and  on the  day of ,  for the purpose of investigating the fire to determine its cause and circumstances and to make recommendations as to safety; and

2. To be accompanied by:
(a) a locksmith to obtain entry to the dwelling, if required;
(b) a police officer to obtain entry to the dwelling, if required;
(c) [bookmark: number2]up to  Safety Codes Officer(s) employed by the Municipality as Fire Investigators, if required; and
(d) [bookmark: number3]up to  other individual(s) with expertise in electrical, plumbing, gas, structural or other related issues, if required.


	Dated this
	[bookmark: day5]
	day of
	[bookmark: month5]
	,
	[bookmark: year5]
	, at
	[bookmark: city4]
	, Alberta.






	

	Signature of a Justice of the Peace
in and for the Province of Alberta
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